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Covid-19 Information for all users of football facilities at  
Woodbridge Town Football Club 
 
Covid-19 Officer/Committee 
Woodbridge Town FC Covid-19 Officer  Richard Scott (Facilities Manager) 07787 980516 
 
Woodbridge Town FC Covid-19 Committee Richard Scott (Facilities Manager) 07787 980516 
      David White (Senior team)   07935 594226 
      Si Stewart (Ladies & Youth teams) 07816 979442 
      Mark Williams (Youth teams)  07776 138079 

Important 
The following information is current on the date shown above and will be updated as further information and 
guidance becomes available. In addition to this document, all stakeholders at WTFC must also familiarise themselves 
with all new guidance issued by HM Government, The Football Association, and their relevant football leagues. 
 

Risk Assessments 
Woodbridge Town FC has conducted two risk assessments concerning the use of facilities at WTFC.  

1. Risk assessment for the Clubhouse/Bar at WTFC 
2. Risk assessment for Football Matches at WTFC 

Both documents are available at https://www.woodbridgetownfc.com/covid-19  
All stakeholders must read and abide by the risk assessments to mitigate risk of spread of Covid-19 at WTFC 
Further guidance for WTFC Youth teams is also available at https://www.woodbridgetownyouth.co.uk/ 
 

Pre-Match Safety briefing 
Before all competitive football matches at WTFC, the Covid-19 officer will conduct a safety briefing before the 
commencement of the fixture. This briefing will remind both sets of players and officials about their responsibilities 
in complying with the following Code of Behaviour  

 
Code of Behaviour for footballers and coaching staff 
All users of facilities at WTFC must adopt the following code of behaviour: 

• Be aware of your own personal health. If you show any of the Covid-19 symptoms you must stay at home, 
inform NHS Test and Trace and seek medical advice. 

• Be responsible. Read the guidance provided by The FA and WTFC so that you are aware of the changes to 
the game and what is expected of you. This will include things like being prepared to wash your own kit, 
bringing your own labelled water bottle and being aware of changes to meet-up times. 

• Practise good hygiene. Wash your hands regularly and before, during and after a game. 

• Where possible maintain social distancing. This will not always be possible in a competitive match 
environment (for example when tackling an opponent) and that is acceptable. However, before, and after a 
game you should maintain social distancing. 

• Support NHS Test and Trace. You will be asked to provide your details so that in the event of a 
Covid-19 outbreak those potentially infected can be traced. This is to everyone’s benefit so please 
cooperate. 

• Do not spit. Spitting and the rinsing out of mouths is now a recognised risk to health and must not be done. 

• Avoid shouting or raising your voice if face to face with other players. 

• The use of Changing rooms and showers are likely to be limited and any socialising in the clubhouse must 
follow the Government’s current guidance on social distancing. 

 

https://www.woodbridgetownfc.com/covid-19
https://www.woodbridgetownyouth.co.uk/


NHS Test and Trace 
In all matches at WTFC, both teams and the match officials, must provide the WTFC Covid-19 officer with the name 
and contact number of all participants, to include all players, all team officials, and all match officials. 
This will be the responsibility of team officials to provide, not for the WTFC Covid-19 officer to collect.  
 
Spectators 

• Following the guidance issued by the Football Association on 19th August, spectators may now be permitted 
at all matches at WTFC, subject to current capacity limits issued by the FA. 

• Spectators are encouraged to use the NHS app to ‘check-in’ to the venue 

• Spectators without access to the NHS app will be required to provide their name and contact number 
otherwise entry will be refused 

• Spectators are expected to abide by the social distancing measures in place and comply with all signage and 
queueing systems 
 

Changing Rooms and Showers 
In accordance with the updated FA grassroots guidance released on Thursday, September 17th, and the government 
guidance on the use of changing rooms, Suffolk FA are issuing the below conditions for the safe use of changing 
rooms across outdoor grassroots football to start from Friday, September 18th: 
 

• Changing rooms should only be used if absolutely essential, following agreement with the host facility, a 
review of cleaning requirements, and a full update of the Covid-19 risk assessment. Risk assessments should 
continue to be communicated to all match participants. 

• Participants should continue to be asked to arrive in match kit, or at least as much match kit as possible to 
minimise need for and time within changing rooms. 

• If participants are using changing rooms, social distancing must be observed at all times. 

• A maximum of 6 people to be in a changing room at any one time, and potentially even fewer in order to 
observe social distancing and in accordance with the host facility risk assessment. The host facility may 
choose to identify the areas in which people can change by using signs or temporary bench/floor markings. 

• The host facility may control the flow of traffic along walkways to changing rooms to maintain social 
distancing, to be determined during the host facility risk assessment process. 

• Where possible and appropriate, changing rooms should be well ventilated. 

• Changing rooms can be used to securely store bags during the game. 

• The requirement of face coverings in changing rooms is at the discretion of the host facility. Each team and 
each individual also remain at liberty to wear face coverings in changing rooms if they feel appropriate. 

• Hand sanitiser at least should be made available in all changing rooms. 

• Participants to continue to shower at home after each game. 

• The host facility should undertake enhanced cleaning to maintain hygiene standards and reduce the risk of 
contamination, especially where multiple teams are using the changing rooms across a day, weekend and 
week. 

• Pre-match, halftime, and post-match team talks should continue to be held outside to allow for social 
distancing. 

 

Update to Social Gatherings issued by HM Government on 9th Sept 2020 
A new limit of six people will apply to social gatherings from Monday 14th September 2020 
It will apply both indoors and outdoors. Pubs, restaurants, shops and other venues will remain open, but people can 
only gather in groups of up to six. Venues should also allow for social distancing between groups. 
All visitors to WTFC must abide by the new social distancing rules. This is no longer guidance; it is UK law. 

 
Food and Drinks service 
All food and drinks for spectators will be table service only and must be consumed either inside the clubhouse or in 
the designated outdoor food area. Food and drinks are not permitted to be taken into the stands or around the pitch 
perimeter 
 
 



Face Masks/Coverings 
Face masks/ coverings are recommended to be worn in all areas at WTFC. They are compulsory and must be worn 
inside the clubhouse and in both stands. 

 
Hospitality 
As per the current guidelines (NATIONAL LEAGUE SYSTEM CLUB GUIDANCE COVID-19 RETURN TO FOOTBALL 
Version: 1.0 Published: 18 July 2020), ‘For the foreseeable future, Boardrooms and associated hospitality will not be 
required to be undertaken by clubs’.  
We will of course always endeavour to be most hospitable to our visitors, but this will not be available in the 
boardroom at WTFC as in past seasons. For the reasons outlined in the previous paragraph, post-match hospitality 
food for players will not be provided.  
 

Inclement weather 
Of course, all the above should work fine in good weather. However, WTFC recognises that during inclement 
weather, alternative arrangements may need to be made. Such decisions will be the responsibility of the WTFC 
Covid-19 officer and alternative arrangements will be made as and when deemed necessary. 
 

Summary 
This season will be unlike any other season we have ever encountered. We firmly but respectfully ask for your full 
co-operation to mitigate the risk of the spread of Covid-19 at Woodbridge Town Football Club. Please be respectful 
to our club staff and club officials.  
With the cooperation of you all, we look forward a successful season for all teams using the facilities at WTFC 
 
Regards,  
Richard Scott 
Covid-19 officer 
Woodbridge Town Football Club 


